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Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Municipalities (AS 37.05.315)
Grant Recipient:  Homer

Project Title: 

Homer - Spit Trail Completion/ Harbor Pathways

State Funding Requested: $ 150,000 House District: 35 - R
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
Complete feasibility study for new boat harbor to serve commercial and Coast Guard needs

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $1,326,500

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

Federal Funds $476,000 07, 08 $300,000 09

State Funds $150,000 07

Local Funds $143,000 08 $107,500 09

Total $769,000 $407,500

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
This project will complete the feasibility study (including Environmental Impact Statement and economic analysis) for a
proposed new boat harbor in Homer.
   In 2004, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers completed a reconnaissance study and determined there is a federal interest
in constructing a new boat harbor at Homer. ACOE is now partnering with the City of Homer and Alaska Department of
Transportation on the feasibility study. 
   The proposed new harbor would range in size from 11 to 15 acres. It would enhance harbor capabilities by:
•  accommodating the large commercial vessels (fishing vessels, workboats, landing craft, tugs, barges, etc.) that are
currently congesting the harbor at System 4 and System 5 transient floats, rafting two and three abreast due to shortage of
moorage space at the floats, thus overstressing the floats;
•  enabling Homer to accommodate and moor the additional 40 to 60 large commercial vessels that potentially would use
Homer Harbor as a home port but which have in the past been turned away due to lack of space; 
•  providing a long-term solution to mooring problems the USCGC Hickory experiences on Pioneer Dock during the
northeasterly storm surges and to the security problem faced by both the USCG cutters home-ported at Homer. These
vessels are unable to maintain an adequate security zone around their current moorings in the existing small boat harbor
(USCGC Roanoke Island) and on the Pioneer Dock west trestle (USCGC Hickory).
   The Port of Homer and Homer Small Boat Harbor are regional facilities serving and supporting the northern Gulf of
Alaska, Prince William Sound, Cook Inlet, and Kachemak Bay and are also a “place of refuge” for Gulf of Alaska, Cook Inlet,
and Kennedy Entrance marine traffic in event of severe weather or machinery malfunctions.
   The proposed new harbor basin will be dredged to minus 20 feet Mean Lower Low Water (MLLW) to accommodate large
commercial vessels so they will not touch bottom on the lowest tides of the year (minus 5.6 feet). It will need to be dredged
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to minus 22 feet MLLW in the entrance channel, fairway, and one side of the basin to accommodate the USCGC Hickory at
the proposed Coast Guard float. The new basin will provide the security zone and private moorings for the U.S. Coast
Guard vessels at one side and will accommodate the large, deep draft commercial vessels at the other side.

Project Timeline:
The feasibility study, a 3-year process, is expected to be completed by the end of 2009.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
N/A for feasibility study. City of Homer and ACOE for harbor.

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Contact Name:  Walt Wrede
Phone Number:  235-8121 x2222
Address:  491 E. Pioneer Avenue, Homer, AK 99603
Email:  wwrede@ci.homer.ak.us

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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